
• Romeo and Juliet are already married. 
• Father will not delay the wedding to Count Paris. It’s tomorrow!  
• Juliet has gone to see Friar Lawrence, begging for his help. He takes a blue bottle from his pouch. 

Paragraphs Original ending Your notes and ideas Vocabulary to use 
Paragraph 1 
Potion/ plan 
 
• What will the potion do? 
• How does the potion smell? 
• How does the potion taste? 
• How does the potion look? 
• Does it make a magical noise when the 

cork is removed? 

• Tiny blue bottle  
• Put Juliet in a deep sleep for two days – to make it look 

like she is dead.  
‘fall into a sleep as deep as death’ 

  

Paragraph 2 
Plan to stop the marriage/ give Romeo 
and Juliet their future together 
 
• What is the plan?  
• Who has what job/parts to do? 
• How will the potion from Friar Lawrence 

help Juliet? 
• Who knows the plan? 
• Those that do not know the plan, are 

there any consequences for this? 

• Juliet gets put in the Capulet tomb because they think she 
is dead. 

• Once she wakes, she can secretly go to her lover Romeo in 
Mantua. 

• Friar Lawrence’s job to tell Romeo of the plan.  
• Juliet’s job is to drink the potion ‘tonight’ 
• Romeo’s job is to stay where he is and wait for the letter. 
• Friar Lawrence and Juliet know about the plan. Hoping to 

tell Romeo before he hears the news of her death and 
reacts. 

• Benvolio doesn’t know the plan and so doesn’t stop to 
collect the very important letter for Romeo. He is more 
concerned about how he will take the news of Juliet’s 
death. 

  

Paragraph 3 
Effectiveness of the plan 
 
• Does the plan work?  
• If it doesn’t, what went wrong? 
 

• No 
• Friar Lawrence’s letter doesn’t get to Romeo.  
• A monk sees Benvolio who is racing to Mantua. Tried to 

stop him but Benvolio needs to tell Romeo of the news. 
• Because the letter doesn’t get to Romeo, he believes she is 

dead and drinks poison to be with her.  
• Romeo’s poison: clear glass bottle, clear liquid, tastes vile, 

bitter, stings throat 
• Juliet wakes, finding Romeo dead at her side. She takes 

her own life.  

  

Paragraph 4 
Lessons learnt/ Ending 
 
• Do Romeo and Juliet get their happy 

ending? 
• Have any of the characters learnt 

anything?  
 

• The hatred between the families, dies with Romeo and 
Juliet. 

• They are buried together.  
• Statue created with the words: ‘There never was a story of 

more woe, Than this of Juliet and Romeo.’  

  

 


